
Wednesday, November 13, 2019
at 7:00PM
Sprague School Gymnasium
401 School Street, Wellesley MA 02482

WELLESLEY
SPELLING BEE
Celebrating 30 Years of the Wellesley Spelling Bee



Wellesley College  
is proud to support the  

WELLESLEY  
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

and their commitment to

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

IN OUR  
COMMUNITY.

WELCOME TO THE 30TH ANNUAL 
WELLESLEY SPELLING BEE

Orthography (noun)  awr-thog-ruh-fee  
The art of writing words with the proper letters, 
according to accepted usage; correct spelling.  

All funds raised through the Spelling Bee 
by the Wellesley Education Foundation 
(WEF) go directly to support programs that 
advance innovation and excellence in the 
Wellesley Public Schools. 

For more information about WEF, contact: 

WEF Co-Presidents:  
Maura Sullivan and Elizabeth Svedlund 

Contact us:  
Info@WellesleyEducationFoundation.org 

Visit our website:  
WellesleyEducationFoundation.org 

Like us on Facebook:  
Facebook.com/
wellesleyeducationfoundation 

Address:   
WEF, PO Box 812321, Wellesley, MA 02482

Wellesley College  
is proud to support the  

WELLESLEY  
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

and their commitment to

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

IN OUR  
COMMUNITY.

WELLESLEY
SPELLING BEE
Celebrating 30 Years of the Wellesley Spelling Bee



BABSON COLLEGE
WELLESLEY BANK CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
WELLESLEY COLLEGE

MARQUEE SPONSORS
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Susan & John Doran
Becky & Bruce Epstein
The Marvan Family
Victoria & Anthony Ostler
The Pattillo Magpie Fund of the Foundation for Metro West
The Ryan Family
Liz Larsen & Mike Kim

GOLD SPONSORS

The Ballantyne Family
Benoit Mitzner Simon & Co Real Estate
The Braatz & Zimmerman Families
Brookline Bank
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokers
The Cole Family
Papa Razzi Trattoria
The Green Family
The Hockett Family
Kertzman & Weil, LLP
Wellesley Gentleman’s Society
Pinnacle Residential Properties
William Raveis Real Estate

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

Anonymous 

PLATINUM SPONSORS

THANK YOU
And thanks to our Spelling Bee Teams who are here  
to support us as donors and as participants.

Drs. Ali and Ali — 
Wellesley Dental Group

Anonymous

Glenn & Becca Cahaly

Donnie & Amy Chase

Maria & Adam Chase

Chestnut Dental Associates

Code Ninjas Wellesley

Paul & Michelle Davis

The Dougherty Family

Matthew R Fantasia DMD —
Comprehensive Family 
Dental Care

Megan & David Foley

Eunice Groak & Kevin Clark

Ned & Annie Hall

Jonathan & Jessamy Harrington

Lisa Hicks & Elliot Swan

IndeLish.com — 
Indian-inspired meal kits

Marc & Melissa Johannes

Lussier Corporation

Noxon Orthodontics

The Orloff Family

Grace Peng

The Reepmeyer Family

Tim & Lynn Sanville

James & Eileen Savarese

Steve Simons

The Svedlund Family

The Turco Family

Waterstone at Wellesley

Wellesley College  
Summer Program



4 5

1990  WPS Secretaries  ?

1991  Mount Holyoke Alumnae  supernaculum

1992  Hunnewell School Dads  bantamize

1993  Middle School Staff  ?

1994  Mount Holyoke Alumnae  requiescence

1995  Mount Holyoke Alumnae  opeidoscope

1996  Newton-Wellesley Hospital  strabismic

1997  Hammond Associates  xerocolous

1998  Harvard-Radcliffe Alumni  traumatropism

1999  BC Alumni  gibus

2000  Harvard-Radcliffe Alumni  pertinacious

2001 Century 21 Westward Homes hamadryad

2002  Coldwell Banker/Central St.  repechage

2003  Wellesley Booksmith  pythiad

2004  Babson College  quinquevir

2005  WHS Juniors  eremitic

2006  WHS Senior Spellers  echard

2007  The Wellesley Green Team  sessile

2008  The Wellesley Green Team  immiscibility

2009  World of Wellesley  imputrescible

2010  Butyraceous  ombrophilous

2011  Butyraceous  irremeable

2012  Council on Aging Spellbinders  sacalait

2013 Council on Aging Spellbinders gradus

2014 Bates Minions lapidarian

2015 Health Advances threnody

2016 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage unguligrade

2017 Wellesley College legerdemain

2018 Health Advances, LLC adactylous

PREVIOUS WINNERS

SPELLING BEE RULES

1. Each team will consist of three members, including the  
Captain, who is the designated speller.

2. Words used in the preliminary rounds of the Bee will be selected from 
this year’s Study Guide, a copy of which has been made available to each 
team member.

3. Words will be pronounced according to the diacritical markings in the 
American Heritage Dictionary: Fourth College Edition and Webster’s 
Third New International Dictionary and its Addenda section, the official 
Bee dictionaries.

4. The Master of Ceremonies will pronounce the word, give the definition of 
the word, use it in a sentence, and pronounce the word once more.

5. Team members may ask for one additional pronunciation for the word, 
but no more.

6. Team members may collaborate on the spelling of the word.  Each team 
will print the word legibly on the slate provided.  All teams will complete 
the writing of the word within 25 seconds and will be instructed to put 
down all writing implements.

7. All teams will then display their slates simultaneously as directed, and 
if asked by the Master of Ceremonies, the Captain will spell the word as 
written.  If there is a discrepancy in the written and oral spelling, the  
written spelling will prevail.

8. Upon misspelling a word, the team will be eliminated.  If all remaining 
teams spell the word incorrectly, no team will be eliminated, and a new 
word will be given.

9. The last team to spell a word correctly in a particular round is declared 
the winner of that round.

10. Winners of the Preliminary Rounds shall be recalled for the Champion-
ship Round, and the same rules will apply.  Words for this round may be 
taken from a variety of sources, and may not necessarily be in the current 
year’s Study Guide.

 Judges will make the final decision on all questions.
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Wellesley Board of Selectmen
Marjorie Freiman 
Jack Morgan 
Tom Ulfelder

Wilder, Shea &  
Himmelberger LLP
Ronna Frick 
Jeanie Goddard 
David Himmelberger

Wellesley Scholarship 
Foundation 
Pete Pedersen 
Illissa Povich 
Tom Smith

Wellesley School Committee – 
Word Nerds
Linda Chow 
Sharon Gray 
Melissa Martin

Wellesley Fire/Rescue 
SPONSOR:  

Susan & John Doran

Lt. Paul Delaney 
Chief Rick DeLorie 
Assistant Chief Jeffrey Peterson

Wellesley Police Department 
SPONSOR:  

Wellesley Gentleman’s Society

Officer Tana DiCenso 
Officer Mark Knapp 
Officer Evan Rosenberg

Wellesley Council on Aging – 
The Spellbinders  
SPONSOR:  

Wellesley Bank

Penny Post 
Janet Armstrong 
Kathy Trumble

ROUND ONE

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION /  
RECOGNITION OF BEE SPONSORS  .............. Jenn Fallon 
...............................................................................................Andrea Scampini
 2019 Bee Co-Chairs

WELLESLEY EDUCATION FOUNDATION  
INTRODUCTION  ...................................................... Maura Sullivan &  
.......................................................................................Elizabeth Svedlund  
.......................................................................................WEF Co-Presidents 

WELLESLEY BANK PRESENTATION  ............. Tom Fontaine
 President and CEO
 Wellesley Bank 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE PRESENTATION  ..... Christina Dolan
 Purchasing Manager
 Wellesley College  

BABSON COLLEGE PRESENTATION  ............. Nan Covert
.......................................................................................Nan Langowitz
.......................................................................................Melissa Manwaring
 Babson Bee-vers Spelling Team 
 Babson College   

INTRODUCTION OF BEE PROGRAM  
AND MASTER OF CEREMONIES  ..................... Jenn Fallon &  
...........................................................................................Andrea Scampini
 2019 Bee Co-Chairs 

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS 1 TO 7  ........................ Mike Dowling  
 Master of Ceremonies 

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND   ................................... Winners of Preliminary Rounds  

PRESENTATION OF THE RUTH HUMPHRIES BEE TROPHY 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: Mike Dowling, Longtime WCVB-TV Sportscaster 

TIME KEEPER: Dr. Jamie Chisum, WHS Principal

JUDGES: Joan Dabrowski, WPS Assistant Superintendent;  
Mark Ito, WMS Principal; and David Lussier, WPS Superintendent

PROGRAM
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ROUND TWO

WHS Freshman Class Officers 
SPONSOR:  

Ryan Family

Michael Skuratovsky 
Aidan Ulian 
Howard Xu

WHS Sophomore Class Officers –  
Sophomore Square Pants 
SPONSOR:  

Green Family

Brendan Althoff 
Ottou Fouda 
Audrey Turco

WHS Junior Class Officers – 
Bee-asts 
SPONSOR:  

Papa Razzi

Kady Bedard 
Tommy Hilmer 
Josh Lunger 

 

WHS Senior Class Officers 
SPONSOR:  

Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage

Kelli Bhatt 
Andrew Pini 
Ryan Silverstein 

WHS National Honor Society 
SPONSOR:  

Laura and Robert Hockett 

Zoe Gieger 
Thatcher Maconga 
Kate Waisel 

WHS Student Congress 
SPONSOR:  

Babson College

Aditya Acharya 
Ian Lei 
TBD

WHS Young Ethnic Scholars  
SPONSOR:  

Wellesley College

Seun Choi 
Elizabeth Fils-amie 
Allie Wornell

 

ROUND THREE

Wellesley Bank –  
Banker Bees 
Michael Dvorak  
TBD  
TBD

Brookline Bank –  
Brookline Bank Buzzers
Ivette Mesmar 
Nony Phomachanh 
Paul Reynolds

Wellesley Service League 
Stephanie Kasok 
Christine Mizzi 
Michelle Mordan

Wellesley College
Tina Dolan 
Carol Herman 
Ann Stout

Babson College –  
Babson Bee-vers
Nan Covert 
Nan Langowitz 
Melissa Manwaring

Tenacre School 
Will Crissman 
Susan Doering 
Christina Grace

WHS Administrative 
SPONSOR:  

WHS PTSO

Marc Bender 
Drew Kelton 
Sarah Matloff
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ROUND FOUR

Benoit Mizner Simon & Co.  
Real Estate 
Kristine Beimford 
Alyson Karpowicz 
TBD

Pinnacle Residential Properties -  
Pinnacle Stars
Susan Bevilacqua 
Megan LeBlanc 
Jane Neilson

Rutledge Properties
Susie Gear 
Janet Giesser 
Chrissie Lawrence 

William Raveis Real Estate
Dana Desnoyers  
Patrick Doyle 
Jeff Klurfeld 

WMS Teachers -  
Bee Gees 
SPONSOR:  

WMS PTO 

Drew Bourn 
Natasha Goddard 
Val Stark 

WMS Students - Team 1 
SPONSOR:  

WMS PTO 

Kate Gilboy 
Emily Prus 
Xan Vella

Friends of Wellesley METCO –  
METCO Marvels 
SPONSOR:  

Victoria & Anthony Ostler   
Joanne Moreira 
Mary Scanlon 
Charmie Curry 

ROUND FIVE

Wellesley Girls Volleyball
Sadie Cohen 
Annabelle Olson 
Sarah Tong

WHS Student  
Unification Program  
SPONSOR:  

Marvan Family

Lily Deoliveira 
Anna Glashow 
Lauren Grossi 

WHS Evolutions  
SPONSOR:  

The Epstein Family

Wedner Cadet 
James Dolan 
Devon Morton 

WHS Boys Cross Country 
Captains 
SPONSOR:  

The Zimmerman/Braatz Families

Zack Berry 
Nate Kohnen 
Jason Norris 

Wellesley Lacrosse 
Henry Gear 
Will Manning 
Emily Rourke 

WHS Challenge Success 
SPONSOR:  

The Ballantyne Family

Bridget Miller 
Nasim Sheikhi 
Anna Taber 

10
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Wellesley Soccer -  
Game of Throw Ins 
Tino DeLollis 
Susan Jung Grant 
Dan Rubin 

World of Wellesley 
SPONSOR:  

The Kim & Larsen Family 
TBD 
TBD 
TBD 

The Community FUN(d)  
for Wellesley 
Mary Beth Mahoney 
Tom McGovern 
Tanya Roy 

Wellesley Hills  
Juniors Women’s Club 
Amanda Burke 
Emily Nardone 
Annie Oh

 

Health Advances LLC
Laura Eisenmann 
Valerie Enriquez 
Rebecca Podolsky 

WMS Students - Team 2 
SPONSOR:  

WMS PTO 

Ava Chen 
Sachin Gopal 
Lily Jin 

ROUND SIX

Hunnewell PTO -  
Hunne-Spellers
Erin Battat 
Christen Deveney 
Kathleen Stevens

Hardy PTO - Hardy Beehives
Tanya Auger 
Urmila Kamat 
Felicia Moran 

Sprague PTO
Whit Collier 
Peter Kashou 
TBD 

Schofield PTO -  
Skofield Spellars
Laura Balter 
Amanda El-Lakkis 
Brian Moulton 

Fiske PTO -  
Fiske Buzzer Bees
Siva Lavu 
Jay Staunton 
Jonas Svedlund 

Upham PTO -  
Team Upham!
Lisa Boccabella 
Rebecca Delgado 
Nisha Patel

WHS PTSO  
SPONSOR:  

The Hall Family

Catherine Mirick  
Kelley Keenan   
Amy van der Wal

ROUND SEVEN
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Good luck to all the  
spellers in the 
30th Annual  

WEF Spelling Bee

• • •

THE MARVAN FAMILY

MAKE MY MONDAY
1 appetizer | 2 entrees | $50

and Children’s meals are complimentary

ORDER TAKEOUT
ONLINE AT

paparazzitrattoria.com

We are proud to support WEF  
and the 30th Annual Spelling Bee

Good luck to all the spellers! 

The Ryan Family 



Victoria & Anthony Ostler  
congratulate all the spellers and  

encourage you to BEE a supporter of
  

 
www.friendsofwellesleymetco.org

    Friends of Wellesley METCO, Inc.           @Wellesley_METCO
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Celebrating 30 Years  

of the BEE

Congratulations

• • •
Becky, Bruce, Lindsay,  

Kassie and Rusty Epstein

Susan & John Doran 
congratulate WEF  

for its many  
years of support  
to the Wellesley  
Public Schools!

~ Good luck to  
all the Bee Teams ~

BROOKLINEBANK.COM

Member FDIC

Proud to support the
Wellesley Education

Foundation
Spelling Bee

Congratulations 
and thanks to all 
contributors and 
participants in 

WEF’s 
28th Annual 
Spelling Bee! 

555 Washington Street 
781-237-5000

PinnacleHouses.com

Congratulations
and thanks to all
contributors and
participants in

WEF’s
30th Annual
Spelling Bee!

The Wellesley Police &  
Fire Departments  

are honored to participate  

in this year’s annual  

WEF Spelling Bee! 

Good luck to all  

of the contestants!
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We are proud 
to support the 

WEF Spelling Bee!

Wellesley
54 Central Street
781.237.8181

benoitmiznersimon.com

We proudly support WEF 

and its many years  

of service to the  

Wellesley Public Schools.  

Best of luck to all spellers  

in this year’s Bee! 

• • •
LIZ LARSEN &  

MIKE KIM

75 CENTRAL STREET  | WELLESLEY, MA 02482 |  781.235.5000   |   RAVEIS.COM

RECOGNIZED TOP LUXURY BROKERAGE 
BY LEADING REAL ESTATE COMPANIES OF THE WORLD

130 Offices
Over 4,000 Sales Assoiciates

Over $11 Billion Residential Sales
9 States - CT ,FL, MA, NH, NJ, NY, RI, VT

Official Real Estate Company
of the Boston Red Sox

30th Annual
Spelling Bee 

Good Luck Spellers!

PROUD SPONSOR

Thank you to all 
our sponsors for 
their generous 

support.

The

Wellesley 
Gentleman’s 

Society
is proud to

again sponsor the

Wellesley Spelling Bee

o 
Good luck to the contestants!

is Proud to  
Support the  

WEF Spelling Bee

GO WHS Senior 
Class Officers!

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned 
and operated by NRT, LLC

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

71 Central Street, Wellesley
(781) 237-9090
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THANK YOU TO OUR IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS THANK YOU

BEE EMCEE
Mike Dowling

BEE JUDGES
Dr. Jamie Chisum
Joan Dabrowski
Mark Ito
David Lussier

BEE VOLUNTEERS 
Maria Chase 
Christina Dougherty
Jessamy Harrington
Amy Hernandez
Heather Jablow
Melissa Johannes
Liz Larsen
Hillary Madge
Judith Martin
Anne Orloff
Victoria Ostler
Alexa Plenge
Carrie Reepmeyer
Eileen Savarese
Michelle Shaw
Maura Sullivan
Elizabeth Svedlund

Berk Veral

BEE SUPPORT

Bach to Rock - America’s Music School

Diane Conway

Nancy Dobos of DobosDesign

Addy Doherty, WPS Admin Office

Rob Carter, Scott Grady,  
Roger Parmesan -  
WPS Custodial Team

Hometown Weekly

The Pattillo Magpie Fund of the 
Foundation for MetroWest, sponsor  
of Capron Lighting and Sound

Sprague School,  
Principal Leigh Petrowsky

Sustainable Wellesley

The Swellesley Report

WCCC

Wellesley Media Corporation

Wellesley Patch

Wellesley Recreation Center

Wellesley Townsman

THANK YOU

SPECIAL THANKS to last year’s co-chairs,  
Christina Dougherty & Eileen Saverese. We could not 
have done this without your guidance and assistance.
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WEF – INSPIRING THE LOVE OF LEARNING

Belief in the need for strong public education is a common thread that 
knits our Wellesley community together. Through the funding of programs 
and grants for over thirty years, The Wellesley Education Foundation 
(“WEF”) has championed innovation, excellence, and inclusion in Wellesley 
Public Schools from the first day of pre-school, through high school 
graduation, and beyond—working to unite the entire community in 
enthusiastic support of our schools.

WEF’S IMPACT

• $224,000 was awarded to WPS educators by WEF in 2018-19 

• All 10 schools in our district were awarded WEF grants in 2018-19 

• Each year, WEF funded grants in aggregate reach every student in WPS,  
 that’s 5,006 children positively impacted by WEF annually

• Nearly $2.15M has been awarded in grants and assistance to WPS educators  
 in the last 10 years

WEF GRANT AWARDS BY SCHOOL 2010 - 2019  

WHS 
$714,060

WMS 
$381,996

Elementary 
$285,696

District —  
All Schools 

$374,511

PAWS 
$11,798

District —  
All Elementary 

$305,882

DID YOU KNOW? 

You can learn more about all our grants awarded to WPS on  
our Grant History page: wellesleyeducationfoundation.org/grant-history

2018-19 GRANT HIGHLIGHTS 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion  
• Professional Day 2019: Diversity, 

Equity & Inclusion speaker
• New Professional Staff 

Orientation
• Diversity Career Ladders

21st Century Education
• PBL World Workshop
• PBL Coaching Series
• Pilot project for elementary 

furniture to support PBL
• Various individual PD grants, 

including Modern Languages

STEM  
• Books promoting STEM  

thinking at PAWS
• STEM Author Visit
• Build Your Own Computer
• Programming through robots
• STEM activity kits for  

indoor recess
• Women in STEM 
• Making a Space to Create
• Biology Autoclave
• Respiratory Unit in Anatomy  

& Physiology
• Vernier Probeware for  

AP Envirol Science & Bio
• Radiation Sensors

Literacy, Young Learners 
• Kindergarten Take Home  

Book Bags
• PAWS “How to Talk  

so Kids Will Listen”
• 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten
• Graphic Novels for  

Reluctant Readers

Various 
• New Speakers WMS Auditorium
• Drums Alive: WHS Health  

& Fitness
• Digital Window WHS
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BABSON COLLEGE 
is proud to support the  
WEF Spelling Bee

www.babson.edu

WEF thanks the Wellesley 
community for supporting the 
2019 Spelling Bee! We wish all  

the spellers the best of luck  
in the 30th Annual Bee! 

30TH YEAR SPELLING BEE COMMITTEE

Co Chairs
Jenn Fallon
Andrea Scampini

Sponsorships
Maria Chase
Jasson Cohen
Jessamy Harrington
Grace Peng
Carrie Reepmeyer

Word Selection
Michelle Davis  
Amy Hernandez
Lisa Hicks
Pamela Posey
Ann Rappaport
Yolanda Tong

Communications
Victoria Ostler 
Berk Veral

Decorations / Food
Amy Hernandez
Barbara Hirsch
Heather Jablow
Melissa Johannes

Website / IT
Liz Larsen

WELLESLEY
SPELLING BEE
Celebrating 30 Years of the Wellesley Spelling Bee



WELLESLEY  |  NEWTON  |  BOSTON
WELLESLEYBANK.COM/SWITCH

Your Hometown Bank
We Make it Easy to Switch

Member FDIC | Member SIF  | Equal Housing Lender




